
DIY Icosahedron  
DNA dice

by Adam Zaretsky

Cut out the paper model along 
the outer edges, fold the 
inner lines inward. Fold the 
flaps and glue them onto each 
other. Ready.

“Random
 m

utation is the other half of natural selection, the irrational half” – Adam
 Zaretsky

W
hy did our hands develop w

ith five fingers and not w
ith six, or three? W

hy are our eyes brow
n or blue or green of 

grey, and never purple or w
hite? Adam

 Zaretsky’s dice helps understanding the random
 developm

ent of species.
Throw

 the dice several tim
es and get a random

 sequence of am
ino acids, form

ing a D
N

A string. Find w
here this D

N
A 

string exists in nature, using BLAST softw
are. There is a large likelihood that your random

 string is part of a living 
organism

! W
hy did species develop he w

ay they did? By chance…
 Bio-artist Adam

 Zaretsky w
as Artist in Residence 

w
ith W

aag Society in 2009. H
e gave lectures, presentations, perform

ance, and lab classes w
ithin the VASTAL 

program
 (VivoArts School for Transgenic Aesthetics Ltd.).
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.nih.gov/Blast.cgi)
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door Adam Zaretsky

Knip het model uit langs de 
buitenlijnen. Ril en vouw de 
binnenlijnen naar binnen.
Vouw de flapjes om en plak ze 
aan elkaar. Klaar.

Doe-het-zelf Icosahedron  
DNA-dobbelsteen
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